
All the Light We Cannot See   
Vocabulary in Context pts.  I  – IV 

Revisit each passage where each word originates. Then, attempt to define the word by using context clues, knowledge of word roots, 
familiarity with other languages, etc. Then, check your assumed definition by writing the actual meaning of the word.  
 
Term (part of speech) pg. #   Contextual Definition – Educated Guess Denotative Definition 
Reticulated (adj) Atrium (n) pg. 5 
 
 
 

  

Aperitif (n) pg. 7 
 
 
 

  

Corsair (n) pg. 7 
 
 
 

  

Extirpation (n) pg. 11 
 
 
 

  

Tenuous (adj) pg. 13 
 
 
 

  

Stentorian (adj) pg. 15 
 
 
 

  

Escutcheon (n) pg. 29 
 
 
 

  



 

Redolent (adj) pg. 70 
 
 

  

Gadroon (n) pg. 82  
(used as adj. ‘gadrooned’)  
 
 

  

Lurid (adj) pg. 91 
 
 
 

  

Harry (v) pg. 91  
(used as verb ‘harrying’) 
 
 

  

Eugenics (n) does not appear in the book 
but is the basis for the ‘raciological’ tests 
Werner endured on pg. 113.  
Also note Phrenology pg. 138 

  

Fusty (adj) pg. 134  
(used as n. ‘fustiness’)  
 
 

  

Preternatural (n) pg. 135 
 
 
 

  

Ascetic (n. or adj.) pg. 139  
(used as n. ‘asceticism’) 
 
 

  

Frenetic (adj.) pg. 150 
 
 
 

  

Atavistic (adj). pg. 169 
 
 
 

  

Reparation (n) pg. 205 
 
 
 

  



All the Light We Cannot See   
Vocabulary in Context pts.  V - XIII  

Revisit each passage where each word originates. Then, attempt to define the word by using context clues, knowledge of word roots, 
familiarity with other languages, etc. Then, check your assumed definition by writing the actual meaning of the word.  
 
Term (part of speech) pg. #   Contextual Definition – Educated Guess Denotative Definition 
Dregs (pl. n) pg. 226 
 
 
 

  

Appropriation (n) - this actual word isn’t 
used on pg. 222, but this what happens to 
‘the Schwartzenberger crone’s’ apartment 
and the jewels on pg. 340.  

  

Nefarious (adj) pg. 227 
 
 
 

  

Perfunctory (adj) pg. 229 
 
 
 

  

Coruscate (v) pg. 234 
 
 
 

  

Fastidious (adj) pg. 235 
 
 
 

  

Sobriquet (n) pg. 239 
 
 
 

  

Entropy (n) pgs. 240, 355 
 
 
 

  



Inexorable (adj) pg. 254  
 
 
 

  

Obstinate (adj) pg. 263 
 
 
 

  

Whelk (n) pg. 266  
 
 
 

  

Simulacrum (n) pg. 308 
 
 
 

  

Loupe (n) every von Rumpel chapter!  
Pg. 350 
 
 

  

Sycophant (n) pg. 354 
 
 
 

  

Fulminate (v) pg. 364 
 
 
 

  

Acquiesce (v) pg. 372 
 
 
 

  

Nadir (n). pg. 450 
 
 
 

  

Surfeit (n) pg. 476 
 
 
 

  

 


