racticin Passage
& Scene Analysis to
Compa ea d Contrast
eart of Darkne s and
Apocalypse Now

(15 points)

Due: Tuesday or Wednesday
(as soon as you have it done)



Identify the mood created in the first four minutes of the film (use strong adjectives):

List the images, sounds, camera angles, lighting and other cinematic devices used in the first four
minutes and explain how each helps create the mood identified above:

. When Willard says, “Saigon, shit. I'm still only in Saigon,” his use of the word “still” gives us a hint
about his feelings toward military duty in Vietnam. Identify two possible reasons he might use the
word “still.” Write a question you would need answered in order to understand which of these
two reasons is the correct one.

Consider these lines of Willard’s: “Every time I think I'm gonna wake up back in the jungle. When I
was home after my first tour it was worse. I'd wake up and there’d be nothing. I hardly said a word
to my wife until I said ‘yes’ to a divorce. When [ was here | wanted to be there. When [ was there,
all I could think of was getting back into the jungle. I'm here a week now...waiting for a
mission...getting softer. Every minute I stay in this room I get weaker. And every minute Charlie
squats in the bush he gets stronger. Each time [ looked around the walls moved in a little tighter.”

. Why does he say “Every time”? Every time what? Speculate about what he’s referring to with the
words “Every time.”

Consider the remainder of the passage above and what Willard says about his wife and about
“Charlie.” Think of how his state of mind is affecting his priorities. Then answer this question:
What's the likely reason that being home after his first tour of duty was worse than what he’s

experiencing now?

List specific movements, facial expressions, gestures and sounds you see or hear Willard make
and explain what each suggests about his state of mind:




Now read the attached passage from Heart of Darkness and answer the following questions:

7. Consider the underlined portion starting with “I have wrestled with death.” Identify the mood
created in this passage (use strong adjectives):

List the words or phrases in the passage that help to create this mood:

Explain how this mood is either similar to or different from that of the opening scene of
Apocalypse Now:

8. Read the bracketed portion of the passage and paraphrase what Marlow discovered about
himself:

9. At this point you don’t know much about Willard’s experiences or his character, so you don't know
if what he's experiencing is the same as the “wrestling with death” that Marlow experienced. So,
list questions you will need answered in order to be able to figure out whether the two
characters’ experiences are similar:

10. Read the circled portion of the passage. List words and phrases that indicate how Marlow felt
about the people back in Europe. Then sum up his feeling in your own word or phrase:

11. Explain how Willard’s attitude toward people back home is similar to Marlow’s. List words and
phrases from the film that provide evidence of this similarity:
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