
AP Prompts for Macbeth 
 
1972.    In retrospect, the reader often discovers that the first chapter of a novel or the opening 
scene of a drama introduces some of the major themes of the work.  Write an essay about the 
opening scene of a drama or the first chapter of a novel in which you explain how it functions in 
this way. 
  
1979.    Choose a complex and important character in a novel or a play of recognized literary 
merit who might on the basis of the character’s actions alone be considered evil or immoral.  In a 
well-organized essay, explain both how and why the full presentation of the character in the 
work makes us react more sympathetically than we otherwise might.  Avoid plot summary.   
  
1982.    In great literature, no scene of violence exists for its own sake.  Choose a work of 
literary merit that confronts the reader or audience with a scene or scenes of violence.  In a well-
organized essay, explain how the scene or scenes contribute to the meaning of the complete 
work.  Avoid plot summary.   
 
1983.    From a novel or play of literary merit, select an important character who is a villain.  
Then, in a well-organized essay, analyze the nature of the character's villainy and show how it 
enhances meaning in the work.  Do not merely summarize the plot.   
  
1997.    Novels and plays often include scenes of weddings, funerals, parties, and other social 
occasions.  Such scenes may reveal the values of the characters and the society in which they 
live.  Select a novel or play that includes such a scene and, in a focused essay, discuss the 
contribution the scene makes to the meaning of the work as a whole.  You may choose a work 
from the list below or another novel or play of literary merit. 
  
2001.    One definition of madness is "mental delusion or the eccentric behavior arising from it." 
But Emily Dickinson wrote--       

Much madness is divinest Sense-- 
  To a discerning Eye-- 
 
Novelists and playwrights have often seen madness with a "discerning Eye." Select a novel or 
play in which a character's apparent madness or irrational behavior plays an important role.  
Then write a well-organized essay in which you explain what this delusion or eccentric behavior 
consists of and how it might be judged reasonable. Explain the significance of the "madness" to 
the work as a whole.  Do not merely summarize the plot. 
 
2003.    According to critic Northrop Frye, “Tragic heroes are so much the highest points in 
their human landscape that they seem the inevitable conductors of the power about them, great 
trees more likely to be struck by lightning than a clump of grass.  Conductors may of course be 
instruments as well as victims of the divine lightning.”  Discuss a tragic figure that functions as 
an instrument of the suffering of others.  Then write an essay in which you explain how the 
suffering brought upon others by that figure contributes to the tragic vision of the work as a 
whole. 
 
2009.    A symbol is an object, action, or event that represents something or that creates a 
range of associations beyond itself. In literary works a symbol can express an idea, clarify 
meaning, or enlarge literal meaning. Select a novel or play and, focusing on one symbol, write an 
essay analyzing how that symbol functions in the work and what it reveals about the characters 
or themes of the work as a whole. Do not merely summarize the plot. 


