Developed by Jennifer Rhodes AP Literature and Composition

How to Read Literature Like a Professor Group Project:

Presentation & Handout
(100 pts)

Project Overview: For our study of Thomas C. Foster’s How to Read Literature Like a
Professor, you will be working in a group that will become the experts on your assigned chapters
from the text. Each group will present a 10-15 minute mini-lesson on the chapters to teach the
class the literary concepts addressed in that section and help them connect to their prior reading
and/or literary experiences. | want you to interact with your classmates, asking them questions
and checking for understanding. I will show you how to do this type of interactive presentation
by using Chapter 1. Your presentation should be original, so don’t just Google presentations for
the book. While working in groups, all members must read all the chapters because your quiz
will cover your sections. All group members should read and take notes on all the assigned
chapters by . After taking a reading quiz, students will be given the remaining
class period to prepare their presentations to the class on their assigned chapters from
HtRLLaP and to develop their assessments. Groups will present on

Group 1: Characterization Group 2: Setting/Environment
e Chapter 2 e Chapter 9
e Chapter 3 e Chapter 11
e Chapter 10 e Chapter 13
e Interlude: Does He Mean That? e Chapter 19
e Chapter 22 e Chapter 20
e Chapter 23 e Chapter 24
Group 3: Figurative Language Group 4: Allusions
e Chapter 12 e Chapter 4
e Chapter 16 e Chapter 5
e Chapter 17 e Chapter 6
e Interlude: One Story e Chapter 7
e Chapter 21 e Chapter 8
e Chapter 25 e Chapter 14
e Chapter 26 e Chapter 15
e Chapter 18

Group Presentation

All members will put their information onto Google Slides, Prezi slides, WeVideo, etc. and
combine all of their slides together to create one slideshow. You will need a title slide that
includes the following:
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Group members names

Class period

Date

Briefly explain how your assigned topic relates to the chapters in your section. What do

these chapters have in common?
The slideshow will contain the following four topics for each of your assigned chapters:

Chapter Summary and Primary Assertions

In your own words, paraphrase the summary of Foster’s chapter. In other words, what is the
thesis of this chapter, and what major assertions or main points does Foster use to support his
thesis? You should include quotations and details from each chapter of the Foster book you are
assigned (include page numbers). Be sure to limit the amount of text on each slide to make it
easier to read. I’d suggest creating a notes sheet, note cards, or outline to use when presenting to
avoid overloading the slide with too much text.

Examples from Literature (Foster’s or Your Own)

Reference some works of literature that are examples of Foster’s thesis in this chapter. You may
cite Foster’s examples in your slides, but you must think of at least one literary example on
your own, too. These examples could come from a previously read work.

Applying the Chapter’s Info to Any Other Medium or Popular Culture

Media Text could include TV shows, movies, songs, cartoons, images, etc. Reference a media
text or an example from popular culture and explain how the thesis of Foster’s chapter applies to
it. You must include at least one example.

Interacting with Classmates

You will be teaching these chapters to the class not just presenting. You must interact with your
classmates to check for understanding. You can ask students questions, show examples for them
to identify, demonstrate the examples, etc. At least 3 of your chapters should include some
interactions with your classmates.

Group Handout

You will need to provide the class with a handout that summarizes the key information from your
combined chapter. I have shared the notes template with your group. The handout should not be
more than 1 page and must include at least two graphics to help students remember. You can
adjust the table to suit your needs. I’ve just given you a basic format to help get you started. You
can group chapters together if they go together. You can find free images and clip art on the
internet.
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Hints for an Effective Presentation

Less is More: Don’t put too much on a slide (it’s ok to have more than one slide)

Use concise bullet points (not complete sentences or paragraphs).

Visuals are Powerful: Have color/images but be careful of choices for readability.
Continuity improves Recall: Try to create continuity between your presentation &
infographic.

Readability is Imperative: Everything should be legible on a small screen (be careful with
font type and size)

Proofread!
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Project Rubric

/ 10 Planning
e Group planning document was completed.
e Notes are meaningful, thorough, and helpful.

/30 Presentation (10-15 minutes)

Presentation is polished and effective.

Google presentation is free from errors.

Each group member has contributed to the lesson.
Presenters interact and engage with classmates

Presenters are able to enrich, entertain, and inform the class

/50 Content
e Quotations from each assigned chapter of the Foster book are well-chosen and
documented in MLA format.
Explanations of the concepts are helpful and accurate (both visually and verbally).
Connections to prior reading are detailed, relevant, and helpful.

/ 10 Creativity and Aesthetics
e C(reative elements and visuals add to the audience’s understanding of the concepts.
e The presentation is neat and visually appealing.

/ 100 FINAL GROUP GRADE



