
   
Developed by Pamela Bradley      *This assignment will be checked for originality. Do your own work!* 

 
 

Kids’ Version: How to Read Literature Like a Professor by Thomas C. Foster 

This work is to be done either AS you read HTRL or after you’ve completed the reading.  You will submit this doc 
[File→Make a copy] to G-Classroom by the end of the first week of school.  It’s too long to print!  (Just 
as with a physical doc, Put your NAME in the header!) 
 
• Take notes on each chapter in whatever method works best for your learning (Cornell Notes, TQEs, Signposts, etc.  The focus is on 
demonstrating your understanding of the text and your ability to apply what you’ve read. 
• Notes should address both the content (salient points, not a paraphrase!) and your understanding of the information and ability to 
apply it to texts you’ve read, make connections, and so on.  
 
Comprehension of Content 
● Sum up the main points of the chapter 

○ Do not merely paraphrase (parrot) the content of the chapter 
● Identify (ID) what Foster wants the you/the reader to know/understand about each of these main points. 
● Symbols, and other literary elements or techniques that are important 
● What text examples or characters does Foster provide? 

Understanding and Application 
● Connect the information in the chapter to literature/novels you have read. 
● Add your own thoughts, mark your confusion, what makes you wonder, your new understandings (TQEs, Signposts, etc) 
● Perhaps add a meme or a couple of applicable hashtags (for fun and to translate your understanding to a different medium) 

 
You may use this doc or this notebook for your work.  If you have questions, contact your teacher by email.  
 

 
 



 

Chapters Comprehension: Summary of Content Application: Annotations/Analysis/#s/memes 

Introduction  
➢ Archetypes: 
➢ Comedic traits: 
➢ What do I look for in literature? 
➢ What causes specific events in the story? 

Works Referenced:  

 

Chapter 1: 
The Quest  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chapter 2:  
Acts of 
Communion  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chapter 3: 
Vampirism  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Chapter 4:  
Sonnets 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chapter 5: 
Patterns 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chapter 6: 
Shakespeare 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chapter 7: 
Biblical 
allusions 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Chapter 8: 
Situational 
Archetypes/ 
Patterns 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chapter 9: 
Greek 
Mythology 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chapter 10: 
Setting & 
Weather 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chapter 11: 
Symbolism 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Chapter 12: 
Political 
Angles 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chapter 13: 
Geography  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Interlude: One 
Story 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chapter 14: 
Marked for 
Greatness 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Chapter 15: 
Blindness 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chapter 16: 
Illness 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chapter 17: 
Don’t Read w/ 
your Eyes 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chapter 18: Is 
He Serious? 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Chapter 19: 
Test Case 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Envoi 
Look for templates, patterns, associations as you read 
Once you become accustomed to reading for symbols and 
patterns, it will become second nature 
Hint: one mention of something is an occurrence, two 
references may be coincidence, but three references is a 
definite point/message 
Read! You can read whatever you want but complex texts 
usually have more to offer the analytical process 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For the intellectually curious: 
Aristotle: Poetics (you really SHOULD read this short work) 
Plato: Republic, Book VII, “The Allegory of the Cave” (to look at-- not an assignment to do) 
Literary Theory and Criticism (we’ll get to this during the year anyway) 
Suggested Further Reading/Review: 
● Mythology (Hamilton or Bullfinch recommended): Greek/Roman, Norse, Egyptian, Babylonian, etc. 
● Biblical allusions & stories (to educate, not indoctrinate) 
● Arthurian Legends (Mallory or Steinbeck versions recommended) 

 


