
How to Read Literature Like a Professor  
Jigsaw Assignment 

Jigsaw is a reading technique that enables students to study and understand a large reading assignment 
by sharing responsibility with others in the class.  In a Jigsaw, each student is both the teacher (for a 
section of the work) and a student learning about the sections he or she did not study.  Students who 
participate in Jigsaw have two different responsibilities: 

1.  Learn their assigned section well enough to teach it thoroughly, succinctly and accurately 
2. Learn and process information from the presentations of classmates, so that by the end of the study the 

student has learned the entire content and is ready to apply it to upcoming reading assignments.  
 

In our class we are going to read and jigsaw the non-fiction book, How to Read Literature Like 
a Professor by Thomas C. Foster.  This book provides students a clear guide for finding patterns, 
symbols, and archetypes in stories.  Being able to recognize patterns in story allows readers to 
infuse stories with deeper, richer meaning.  You should practice the techniques of the book and 
look for the patterns, symbols and archetypes in all future literature studies you engage in 
throughout school. 

To efficiently complete the jigsaw, students will work individually, as indicated by the number to 
present a chapter to the class.  Each of you will be responsible for reading, studying, knowing 
and TEACHING the contents of their chapter to the entire class.  By the end of the teaching 
presentations every student in the class will be responsible for understanding the content of all 
chapters. 

What you need to do: 
1. You will read and study your chapter, looking for the key points Foster makes.   
2. You are responsible for teaching the chapter’s contents to the rest of the class in such a 

manner that the class will understand and remember the material. You will be 
responsible for reviewing with the class the answers on the study guide for your chapter. 

3.  The key to remember in designing the presentation for each chapter is that the goal is 
not to create a lengthy presentation.  Most likely, you will have no more than 3-4 minutes 
for your presentation. 

4. You will need to create a bumper sticker (a sheet of blank paper, torn in half lengthwise 
will do) that displays briefly the sum of your chapter. This should contain the main point 
and should NOT just be the title of your chapter. This will be displayed in the classroom 
and neatness and creativity count. 

5. Create a presentation that accurately and completely covers the information of the 
chapter in an efficient manner.     

  
Each of you will be asked to APPLY this understanding to the literature we have studied this 
year.  How to Read Literature Like a Professor content will apply to EVERY major piece of 
literature we study in high school.  Do not take either the delivery of this information or the 
learning, knowing and applying the information of this assignment lightly.  
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