
Sherlock Holmes: The Great Detective 
 
Research Questions: 

1. Although created over a century ago, Sherlock Holmes is as popular 
today as he was a hundred years ago. What is it about the character of 
Sherlock Holmes that makes him so enduring? 

2. Sir Arthur Conan Doyle attended medical school and had a small medical 
practice before he turned to writing full time. How did Conan Doyle’s 
years as a medical student influence the character of Sherlock Holmes?  

3. Sherlock Holmes is a product of the late 19th century, a time when 
science and medicine were given great credence. How did the scientific 
discoveries of the era influence Conan Doyle and his creation, Sherlock 
Holmes?  

4. How was Sherlock Holmes the product of Victorian England? How might 
his character be different if he was created in a different era?  

5. How did class distinctions influence the interpretation of crime in 
Victorian England? Do these assumptions continue today? If so, how?  

6. How did the unsolved mystery of Jack the Ripper escalate the popularity 
of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s work?  

7. What was the role of drugs in Sherlock Holmes’s crime solving?  
8. Why is Sir Arthur Conan Doyle referred to as “the godfather of the crime 

story?” 
 
Extended Activities 

1. Write a short, modern crime story with Sherlock Holmes as the detective. 
How would Holmes make use of the advances in technology that have 
occurred in the twentieth century?  

2. Create a mobile that demonstrates the tools Sherlock Holmes used in his 
profession. 


