
Review Questions for “The Red-Headed League” 

1. Watson finds Holmes with a visitor, Mr. Jabez Wilson.  Give details about his 
appearance. 

 
2. Holmes lists the “obvious facts” that he deduces from Mr. Wilson’s appearance.  

What are they and how did Homes know? 
 
3. What is the only requirement needed to apply for a vacancy in the Red-Headed 

League?  What are the benefits? 
 
4. Mr. Wilson is a pawnbroker, one who lends money at interest to people who give him 

items of personal property in exchange. What is unusual about his assistant, Vincent 
Spaulding?   Why does he spend a lot of time in the cellar? 

 
5. How does Mr. Wilson learn of the newspaper ad?  Describe how he gets the job. 
 
6. Describe the work Mr. Wilson must do for the League.  What exactly is it?  When 

must he do it?  What is supposedly the purpose?  What happens if he leaves the office 
during working hours? 

 
7. Explain how his job suddenly ends. 
 
8. What does Mr. Wilson learn from the landlord? 
 
 9.  Holmes begins to question Mr. Wilson about his assistant.  List here some of the things
      that he learns.    
 
10. What detail suggests that Holmes already knows who this man is? 
 
11. Why does Holmes pretend to be lost and ask the way of Mr. Wilsonôs assistant?
      What other odd thing does he do in front of Mr. Wilsonôs place of business?  
 
12. Who are Mr. Jones and Mr. Merryweather?  (Note:  Scotland Yard is the home of the
      London police force.)  Who is John Clay?     
 
13. What of special interest is hidden where they wait?
 
14. Describe the two people who enter the room from the hole in the floor.
 
15. At the end, Holmes explains to Watson how he guessed the truth.  What was the 
      purpose of Clayôs hiring Mr. Wilson to copy the Encyclopedia?  What was Clay
      doing in the cellar?  How did Holmes know Clay would attempt to rob the bank
      that night?   




