
 

English Language and Composition 
Reading Time: 15 minutes 
Suggested Writing Time: 40 minutes  
 
Directions: The following prompt is based on the accompanying six sources.  
This question requires you to integrate a variety of sources into a coherent, well-written 
essay. Refer to the sources to support your position; avoid mere paraphrase or summary. 
Your argument should be central; the sources should support this argument.  
Remember to attribute both direct and indirect citations.  
 
Introduction  
Monsters prevail in mythology, history, fiction, and news articles written about the sea. How 
believable are these sea monsters? How much can science tell us that compels us to believe or 
disbelieve? What images have you seen and what tales have you heard?  
 
Assignment  
Read the following sources (including any introductory information) carefully. Then, in an 
essay that synthesizes at least three of the sources for support, take a position that 
defends, challenges, or qualifies the claim that sea monsters are creatures of our 
imagination.  
 
Refer to the sources as Source A, Source B, etc.; titles are included for your convenience.  
 
Source A (Ellis) 
Source B (Hathaway) 
Source C (Krystek) 
Source D (Lovgren) 
Source E (Kraken) 
Source F (Kane) 
Source G (CNN) 
Source H (Skatsoon)  
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