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SampleIdentifier: DD
Score: 9

Question1

Thestudentoffers a sophisticatedargumentexaminingthreeessentialfactorsa groupor
agencyshouldconsiderin memorializingan eventor personand in creatinga monument:
preservation,lastingeffect, and respectfor what is being represented.

The essayopenswith an insightful counterargumentto thosewho would claim the "actual
imageof the monument"is theprimary consideration,arguingthata monument's"mental
effect" is a far more importantfactor.

Thesourcesselectedillustratea critical understandingof eachsource'sposition,allowing the
studentto engagethesourcesin a meaningfuldialogueto facilitate thestudent'sown
argument.In particular, thesecondparagraphcontraststhe permanenceof Mount Rushmore
and the carvingof Crazy Horsein the SouthDakotaBadlandswith the neglectof the burial site
of SanGabriel Valley pioneersin SavannahMemorialPark, lamentingthe lossof history that
"allows the presentto understandthe rootsof a nationandancestors."

Thesourcesarewell cited in a variety of ways,someusingthe lastnameof theauthorof the
source,someusing thesourceletter in parentheses,andsomeusingboth methods.Thestudent
usesaptsignalphrasesandsmoothlyintegratesthesourcematerialinto thestudent'sown prose:
e.g., "In SourceA, Kirk SavagearguestheLincoln Memorial 'containsno actualrelic of Lincoln. It
is purerepresentation- a colossalmarblestatue'(SourceA)."

Within the two major body paragraphs,thestudentcitesnumeroussources,and their relation to
oneotheraswell asto theargumentthey serveis alwaysclear. Theeffectivesynthesisand
organizationof at leastthreesourcesallows thestudent'sargumentto moveforward, unpacking
further meaningaseachbody paragraphdevelops. Whenexaminingthe possiblerelocationof
the burial siteof theSanGabrielValley pioneersand theneglectedstateof thestatueof H. Elroy
Johnson,thestudentprovidesan insightful consideration:"If a groupcannoteffectivelydesign
andhaveplansto protecta monument,it would bemuch morerespectfulfor its building to be
postponedor evencancelled."

Theessayreceivesa scoreof 9 basedon thesophisticationof its argument,thoroughnessof its
development,effectivenessin synthesizingsources,andimpressivenessof its coherentand
maturewriting style.

SampleIdentifier: HH
Score: 8

Thestudentdevelopsan effectiveargumentexaminingtwo key factorsa groupor agencyshould
considerin memorializingan eventor personand in creatinga monument:valueof thesubject
beingmemorialized,the "potentialdurability of structureandeffect," and the promotionof
reflection.

In thesecondparagraph,thestudentthoughtfully qualifies that since"|c|verythingis history,"
peopleneedto be careful in their selectionof "what deservesto be remembered"because"the
creationof a monumentcannotbe justified solely by the previousexistance\sic] of a personor
event."Thestudentproceedsto clarify this ideaby contrastingtheMount Rushmorememorial
with thestatueof CrazyHorseaseffectiveevidencethat "heroic conquestsof onesidemaybe
the tradgedy\sic\ of another"becauseit is not appropriateto memorializea personor eventthat
might be "disrespectful"to anotherpersonor event.
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Thestudentselectsfour key sources,andwhile eachsourceis examinedin a separate
paragraph,the linksbetweenthe paragraphsand thesourcesallow the studentto effectively
synthesizethe ideas. Theopeningof the third paragraphcontinuesthestudent'sargument
that carefulselectionof eventsis critical in decidingwhethera personor eventshouldbe
memorialized,noting that "monumentsare, in someways, art, andartistsfrequentlychooseto
depictwhat falls in the categoryof 'everydaylife.'" However,thestudentmaintainsthatH.
Elroy Johnsonand lobstertrappingare "not worth of remembrance,"asevidencedby neglect.
Thesourcesareclearly cited, and thediscussionof how eachsourcesupportsthestudent's
argumentis fully developedandconvincing.
Theessayearnsan 8 for its effectivenessin argumentation,synthesisof sources,andconsistent
ability to control a wide rangeof theelementsof effectivewriting, particularlyevidencedin its
coherenceand transitions.

SampleIdentifier: KK
Score: 7

Thestudentadequatelyarguesthat themostcrucial factor a groupor agencyshouldconsiderin
memorializingan eventor personand in creatinga monumentis "the effectof sucha project
on the communityand the environment."Thestudent'sexaminationof how memorialshelp
peoplecopewith lossand rejoice in successunifies theessay.
In thesecondparagraph,the studentprovidesa full explanationof how memorialslike the
Vietnam VeteransMemorial serveasan "outlet to healanda placeto mourn thoselostaswell
as to celebrate,"emphasizingthe duality of effectsthata memorialcan haveon a community.
Thestudentfollows this discussionwith a personalexamplethatadvancesthe argument.

Thestudentprovidesa thoroughexplanationof how the controversysurroundingthe Mount
Rushmoremonumentand thestatueof Crazy Horseprovidesa counterexampleto the positive
effectsa memorialcanhaveon a community,noting that "althoughmany feel a senseof
nationalpride for Mount Rushmore,a commemorationof our incrediblepresidents,the Indians
feel that thecarvingsareundesireable[sic] andintruding."
Thestudentadequatelysynthesizesat leastthreesourcesandsufficiently citeseachsource
using parentheses.

The essayrises to a 7 becauseit usesthe community function of monumentsas an organizing
theme,providing a more completeexplanationand thorough developmentof how the sources
servethe writer's centralargument.

SampleIdentifier: EEE
Score: 6

Thestudentestablishesownershipof theargumentby openingthe essaywith a personal
reflectionof a visit to theLincoln Memorial, which connectsappropriatelywith the position that
the "vital" factor a groupor agencyshouldconsiderin memorializingan eventor personand in
creatinga monumentis its "impacton their nationaboveall else," because"a monument
"symbolizesthe nation'sdedicationto honoringan individual, while preservingtheir ideals"

While thestudentacknowledgesin the third paragraphthat in an "ideal world we would havea
moment\sic\ for everyone,"thestudentproceedsto adequatelyexaminehow "onecannot
overlook the importanceof thesizeandcostof a monument."
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In the fourth paragraph,thestudentis not entirelysuccessfulin connectingthecontroversyover
claiming a monumentto theessay'soverarchingargument;however,theexplanationof the
debateover the locationof theHolocaustMemorialMuseumremainssufficient.

Even thougheachsourceis examinedin a separateparagraph,the links betweenthe
paragraphsand thesourcesallow thestudentto adequatelysynthesizetheideasfrom the
sources.Thestudentcitessourcesappropriatelyandsmoothlyintegratesa pieceof eachsource
into an argumentthat respondsadequatelyto the prompt.
Theessayearnsa 6 for its adequateargumentationof the topic, useol sourcesassupportfor tin.'
argument,andgenerallyclearprosestyle.

SampleIdentifier: UU
Score: 5

Thestudentopenstheargumentwith somerhetoricalquestionsconnectedto the topic prioi to
identifying threekey factorsa groupor agencyshouldconsiderin memorializingan eventor
personand in creatinga monument:location,effect, and reason.
Although essaysscoring in the upperrangedo sometimesuseeachfactor asan organizing
element,the links betweenthe factorsand paragraphsin this essayaiestrained,and the
formulaicstructurekeepstheessayfrom adequatelydevelopingthestudent'sargument.
Thestudentprovideslimited explanationfor how eachfactor contributesto decisionsabout
memorializingpeopleor events,usinga singlesourcefor eachfactor assupportfoi the
explanation. However, the discussionof the "reasonbehindeverymonumentcreated"
(paragraph4) providesmoresufficientexaminationof the contrastbetweenthedesire"to
recognizeLincoln'sachievementsand thecountry'sachievementswith Lincoln beingour
president"and the lack of planningthataccompaniedan inappropriatereasonfor constructing
thestateof H. Elroy Johnson.

Although thestudentusesat leastthreesourcesandcitesthosesourcesappropriately,the
relationshipbetweenthepointsdiscussedfrom thesourcesis strainedandincompletely
developedin someplaces. In paragraphthree,for example,thestudentattemptsto explain that
the "effectof a monumentcan bepositiveand negative"bin, only notesthe negativeeffect
createdby Mount Rushmorebecausethosewho built the memorial "destroyedandstolethe
Sioux'slands" In this partof theessay,thestudentconfusesthehistoricalbackgroundof the
monumentwith theeffectsof the monument.

Theessayearnsa 5 for its limited and unevenexplanationof how thesourcescontributeto the
student'sexaminationof thefactorsto beconsideredin memorializingan eventor personand in
creatinga monument.

SampleIdentifier: A
Score: 4

ThestudentIdentifies threefactorsa groupor agencyshouldconsiderin memorializingan
(.•vent, or personand in creatinga monument:time, size, and location

In thesecondparagraph,thestudentdiscussesboth factorsof time and location; however,the
threesourcesselectedassupportdominatethestudent'sattemptat development.Thestudent
oversimplifiesthesources- for instance,by claiming that thestatueof ChristopherColumbus
"standstall and proud" and thesculptureof H. Elroy Johnson"wouldn't bean attractionto the
touristsof Maine" becauseof the problemswith its construction.
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In the third paragraph,the studentattemptsto discussthe importanceof locationat the
SavannahMemorial Park and theHolocaustMemorial Museum;however,thestudent
inadequatelyexplainsthe controversysurroundingeachof thoselocations,notingonly that
"protestorssaythatAmericaisn't theplacefor the museumbecauseduring theHolocaust
America refusedto 'lift a finger.'"

While thestudentselectsandcitesat leastthreesourcesfor inclusion in the argument,the links
betweenthesourcesand thestudent'spositionareweak. Thestudentmakesrepeateduseof
sentencesthatbegin"In SourceD" and "In SourceE" without linking thesourcesto oneanother
in a synthesis.

Theessayearnsa 4 for its insufficientand unconvincingexplanationsof how thesources
contributeto thestudent'sexaminationof the factors to be consideredin memorializingan event
or personand in creatinga monument.

SampleIdentifier: III
Score: 3

Thestudentopenstheessayquestioningwhetherit is "appropriate"to createa memorialbut
doesnot clearly identify the factorsa groupor agencyshouldconsiderin memorializingan
eventor personand in creatinga monument. The final sentenceof the essaydoesvaguely
summarizethestudent'sargument,noting thata monument's"design,place,and costcould
almostoutweighthe advantagesof creatingone."

Thestudentselectsthreesourcesbutstrugglesto connectany of thesourceswith'thepoints
beingmadein eachparagraph,often droppingin quotationsthatarenot smoothlyintegrated
into thediscussion. In discussingthecostfactor, thestudentprovidesa lessperceptive
explanationof the problemsassociatedwith theSavannahMemorial Park, asking "onceyou
havea monumentthenhow canyou moveit or pay for it?"

Thestudentattemptsto provideadditionalsources,but theexplanationsareweakand
simplistic, arguing that "[pllaquesabouta fallenpoliceofficer or firefighter aretwo-sidedcause
\sic\ thatpersoncould'vebeena badhusbandor wife but goodathis/herjob."
Theessayearnsa 3 insteadof a 4 forits lesspeiceptiveandparticularly limited explanationof the
factorsto be consideredin memorializingan eventor personand in creatinga monument,and
for its lessmaturecontrol of elementsof writing, particularlydiction andsyntax.

SampleIdentifier: NN
Score: 2

Thestudentdemonstrateslittle successin developinga position, identifying simply that "|t]o
memorializean eventor a persontakestime and it takesmoney."

Thesourcesdominatetheessay,which doeslittle morethanstring togetherfragmentedpieces
of five sourcesand providea summaryrather thanan argument.

Although eachsourceis cited appropriately,the studentrepeatssimplistic constructionssuchas
"According to SourceF" or "in SourceE."
Theessayearnsa 2 for its lack of developmentandlittle successin examiningthe factorsto be
consideredin memorializingan eventor personand in creatinga monument.
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SampleIdentifier: II
Score: 1

Thestudentchoosesa muchsimpler task ofmakingpersonalassertionsratherthanexamining
the factors agroupor agencyshouldconsiderin memorializingan eventor personand in
creatinga monument

The useof "I believe"statementspermeatestheessay,ensuringan especiallyundeveloped
argumentand distorteduseof sources. In addition, the studentmisreadsDownesby noting
thatsinceCrazyHorsehad neverbeenphotographed,thereis "no significanceof this man in
history, in which I believethis landmarkis not worth being remembered."

Thestudentendsthe essayby droppingin two sourceswith somehurried evaluationaboutthe
circumstancessurroundingMount Rushmoreand the SavannahMemorial Park.

The essayearnsa 1 for its undevelopedapproachto the task and for its weakcontrol of writing.
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