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‘Zoot Suit’ and history - Part 1
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Z00T SUIT

I was extremely fortunate to attend Wednesday night’s showing of “Zoot Suit” and hear remarks by the panel
that preceded the show. Betto Arcos moderated a session with director Luis Valdez, Rose Portillo (Della),
Edward James Olmos (El Pachuco) and Eric Avila, associate professor of Chicano studies at UCLA.

“Zoot Suit” is a powerful movie (because of the small budget, it is essentially a film of the play) and the historian
in me kept whispering: “Look it up.” Here’s a sample of what I found:

June 8, 1943: Servicemen and civilians block a streetcar on Main Street to remove a passenger wearing a zootsuit.


https://ladailymirror.com/2011/06/27/zoot-suit-part-1/
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“Zoot Suit” combines two historic events: The 1942 “Sleepy Lagoon” killing and the 1943 Zoot Suit Riots. To
keep things from becoming overly complicated, I'm going to look at the Zoot Suit Riots first and then delve into
the “Sleepy Lagoon” killing.

Photo 1: Program for “Zoot Suit” Credit: Jose Legaspi
Photo 2: A mob stops a streetcar looking for a zoot-suiter, June 8, 1943. Credit: Los Angeles Times

My curiosity was aroused by the gigantic newspaper headlines from the Los Angeles Examiner used in “Zoot
Suit,” with production design by Tom H. John and set decoration by Fred S. Winston. Given the dates (1942-43)
this would have certainly been during the era of City Editor Jim Richardson, whose ruthless coverage of the
Black Dahlia killing remains a case study in the excesses of the press.

Specifically, I wondered whether he wrote about it in his autobiography “For the Life of Me,” which could carry
the subtitle: “I was a better reporter drunk than you are sober and don’t you ever forget it.” As city editor,
Richardson undoubtedly shaped the Examiner’s coverage of the Zoot Suit Riots.

Unfortunately, Richardson doesn’t seem to have written anything about the incident. (Nor are the riots
mentioned in two other reporters’ autobiographies of the era: Agness Underwood’s “Newspaperwoman” and
Florabel Muir’s “Headline Happy.”)



So into the clips.

0 FRIDAY MORNING.

The nghter Side

By HENRY McLEMORE

1 put on my “zoot” suit with-
a rear pleat, with a drape
stuff cuff, and

shape and &
went to the
Trianon lo
swing and
sway the jit-
terbug way
with.a new
crop of Amer-
icans.

The new -
‘erop, is come
posed of de-
fense work-
‘ers — boys
and givls who 2
work their ™
heads off in airplane facmrm
during the day and dance their
feet off at night,

They wear ‘‘zoot”. suitc too.
“That’s right, “zoot” suits. -

‘This Is Zoot Suit

I'll do my very best to de-
- “geribe a “zoot” suit to you. The
‘male “zoot” suit is made of
‘pray-and-white-striped mattress
‘ticking. From about a mile
-away, it looks like the stufl
.morning coats are made of,
The cufl of the trousers is sev-
en inches wide. At the knee
the pants measure 30, inches.
At the thigh they are 53 inches
around. The pants keep going
on up until they threaten the
wearer's Adam'’s apple,

A coat goes with this. Quite
a coat, too. It has the length,
:the cut, the drape, the piping
and the accessories of a coat
that a colored minister from
Georgia would huy for the fu-
neral of a top member of his
congregation. A chauffeur, say,
who always threw a buck in
the plate on Sunday morning.

There has been a song writ-
ten about “zoot” suits. Ray
Gilhert and Bob O'Brien did it,
When they play this at the Tri-
anon, and the “zoot” suiters
start swinging—well, brothers,
jt's like Fourth of .July in a
zoo with the Jion and the tiger
as joint master of ceremonices,

Girls Wear Drapes

with Bob. I got me a “zoot”
suit and cut loose,

I'm a bit old for jitterbug-
ging, and the ‘creaking of “my
hones could be heard over the
music of the orchestra, but I
stuck at it, I cut a rug with a
Lockheed girl, 1 twisted an
ankle with a Douglas lassie. I
sashayed with a Vega lovely. I

‘stomped and jumped and

hopped and leaped with a Con-
solidated honey and a Boeing
beauty.

At 12:30 am. I was about
dead, but out of devotion to
my reaciers, you lovely people
who make it possible for me to
earn’ bread ‘and butter, 1 kept
ajumping.

At 12:31. Bandleader Cloaby
hoisted hls baton, waved: it a
few times and“sent his band
into the Vultee swlng

Song by Crosby

The Vultee swing is a. song
written by Crosby for the boys
and girls who work in the Vul.
tee ah'plane plant from 4 in
the afternoon until midnight,
They have to have some time

to pla,v. s0 they play at night,,

In they came, riveters, lay-
out men, jigmakers, punch.
press operators. drop-hammer
operators, rougher operators,
girls who inspecled rivets, girls
who sorted, checkers,

There was Georgette de Mou-
line. There was Ray Dameron,
There was Barney Jackson.
There was Rhys James. There
was Irene Loeffler. Boys and
girls. Working on hombers.
Working on pursuits, Working
on the things that finally will
win this war for us.

A new life for them. New
hours. New entertainment. A
new crop of Americans, F,
Scott Fitzgerald coukl have
taken them and brought them
to life on the printed page.
“Zoot” suits. Swing bands at
those hours near dawn. No
natural life. Girls, boys, all
thrown out of line by a nation
at war. But girls and boys ac-
cepting that fact and making
the most of it.
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The girls wear “z00t” suits, | Nice Boys, Sweet Girls er]
0o. Only they don't call them 1wy
:llat. O'I‘h);v ca)ll them “defense Nice boys with kicky feet. !
drapes” and “defense capes.” Sweet ghls with lovely smiles, |an
They are made of the same althoug!a Just a litte bit tired. |yq
material and allow full free- ’: ‘:;"a‘ to spend. A soft drink.
dom for jitterbugging. < 50 A.lime favor. wi

" Some fuss about income tax. |}

The idea of going to a place | Uh, gonna cost us a lot of mon- |!?

Jike the Trianon came 0 me | ey. Some fuss about incon. |1

. through an artjcie in Life mag- | veniences. No tires. Ng silk, |

azine. It told of the new crop | No this, and no that. lah
of fun seckers from defense Let us fuss. Our [fussing [P
plants, doesn't matter. Back of us,

I followed this lead and | Without a dime, with no lux:
asked Boly Crosby, the hand | uries to lose, no softness to |
leader, about it. He said he | trade no, stands and walks the | Y
played at the Trianon. e said | Youth of this country. As al. | N
the Trianon, a vast armory of | Wavs, they’ll fight our haute. | Q|
a place, with acres of hard- And always, thev'll win it. And | O
wood floor and miles of bheer | then—for their reward—they'll d
concessions, was the night and | Pe able to turn to the )Outh AT
day rendezvous of the defense | that will follow them. N
workers. It's a vicious circle, yes, but Q

. , a lovely one, too, 0

- &n T went to the Trianon | piriputed by MeNausht Syndicate, Ine. | Cf

The earliest mention in The Times, on Feb. 6, 1942, is a lighthearted look at zoot suits, which treats them as a
sort of youthful fad. The men and women who wear zoot fashions are mostly defense workers, according to
Henry McLemore, who visited the Trianon Ballroom, 2800 Firestone in South Gate. (With music by Bob
Crosby!) It all sounds like white, middle-class entertainment. The Times notes in Feb. 12, 1942, item that a
novelty song titled “Zoot Suit” has been recorded by Kay Kyser of “Three Little Fishies” fame. Not exactly Lalo

Guerrero and “Los Chucos Suave.”

THE ZOOT SUIT

Not all the courage is in the Army or
the Navy. It takes a good deal of it to®
nerve a young man to the wearing of a
zoot suit in a place in which he Is sure to’
encounter men in uniform. The latter
have taken to stepping up to zoot suit

wearers and politely asking: “May I have
this dance, Miss?” 4

Attitudes toward the zoot suit hardened within months however. as
reflected in this Lee Shippey column of April 2, 1942. And on Aug. 6,
1942, The Times noted that some men at “Glendale’s fighter control
station” called their baggy coveralls “zoot suits.”

In September, the War Production Board prohibited the manufacture of
zoot suits to conserve wool and the ban was extended to cotton, rayon
and any fabric necessary for the war effort. For many people, zoot suits became symbol of waste and lack of
patriotism. (I was about to say that the famous “Ike jacket” was introduced to conserve fabric — but that story is

a little hard to confirm.)

By October the zoot suit is no longer a harmless fad of defense workers blowing off steam after a shift at Vultee.

It’s portrayed in The Times as the fashion of the outlaw, favored by violent Eastside Latino gangs.

2 TUESDAY JMORNING.

Zoot Gangsters Knife
and Rah Mnara Virfime



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M2Hq1Qv9N2U
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K0y9StCz5oc
http://www.qmfound.com/Army_Green_Uniform.htm
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Three Men Beaten by Bandit Bands and Woman
Attacked as Officers Map War Against Crime

Even as authorties yesierday mapped plans to squelch
East Side outlawry which Saturday mght caused the mur-
der of one man and the sernous wounding of six others, -
cluding a woman, three more men were knifed, robbed and
beaten and a woman was outraged by zoot-swt-weanng

footpads |
Added to the 25 arrests madejIle is ir General Iospital in
Sunday in the aftermath to the[ZEe Foftition Mith 2 Potible
murder of Andrew Diaz, 21, and and other injuries. He said he
other knifings and beatings, foul y a5 surrounded by a group of
young men were arrested yester- Mexican jouths wcaring zoot
day—two of them on suspicion Suits who assaulted him with
of Xilling him knives and clubs Me was
. robbed of $10
PREPARE CHARGES Calvanized b)’ the week-end
The prisoners are John A jolence, Chief of Police Horrall
Fabela, 16 of 337 S Pecan St, and Sheriff Biscailuz summored
and Dreddie Amado, 15, of 222 their department heads, jusenile
S Hunter St, against whom De- workers and inestigators and
tective Ljeutenant Roger Hanson charged them with snuffing the
of the Newton St. Police Division gutbreaks by as stringent meas
%ougl;t. mu{'dcr eomplauf;its at th; ures as necessary
istriet Attorney’s office and  yoprra))s  fnstructions were
leyes M Siha, 20, of 225 xl\i ghven Capt. Joseph Reed, assist
Kern 5t, and Thomas Trejo, 18, 1 "5 yministrauon officer of the
of 221 N Kern St, held on sus poyes Department, and Capt
picion of robbery and assault .rni pacmucsen, head of the
with a deadly weapon on ‘h°.central homicide d'eta!l.
person of Alvaro Moreno, 19, of,
117 N Cormelta St, East Los;VMANY DELINQUENTS
Angeles Reed reported most of the
Moteno is in General Hospitaligang suspects are sons of Mexi
in critical condition from hnife can immigrants during World
wounds in the stomach and from W\ar I and many of them have
loss of blood been juvenile delinquents Many
REPORT CONEFISSION have 1egistered for the draft but

Deputy Shenfis Harry O ix::‘ el c:ot Jet been called up for

Hines and Eduwaid I McGuire “Round up all su-pecte with

of the Sheniff s East Lo~ Angeles out \isble means of support.” )

substation said Siha and Tcho] :
confessed holding up  Moreno :’g;?liggf:“}n?d e‘cg";" ‘::hhc::

at First and Rowan Sts jester langle Mavbe <ome of them

dav, stabbing him saveral times
. jeculd turn their talents for com
and robbhing him of $2—all he.bat 10 hilling Japs*

possessed
Sheriff Biscailuz <ald manv of
Although M\oreno famnted fre the East FEide trouble mahers

quently from weakness he iden

tified Silva and Trefo at the hos fhdd been refused admlisuon to

pital, the deputies announced;‘hc armed senvices hecause of

Both prisoners were jaunty injCriminal  records or senercal

200t Suits diseazes hut that undoubtedly
some of them would be found to

Other ‘vicums sesterday  of!
gang violence included Mi~ Jes ,:’:dl';’g‘gn“dsel“ or ehmble for

sfe Delcour, 28 wairess of 518%y
E. 22nd St, who was beaten in | Bi~canuz ordered Capt Clem
sensible 1n bed. outraged and'Peoples  chief eriminal deputs
then robbed of $30 by a young «nd other departmental heads
man of \exican appearance She:0 redouble their efforis to curb

was treated at Georgia Street Re 'iawlessness, and use whatever

vimAaanes tha ~tantiace rastccaadd
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cel“ng “osp'wl xor ee\cre nea“ BEILRANE T WE W TELUEULEVIE A WA L
lacerations and other misireat hKFP STRFETS SATE i
ment. “We must makhe and heep tho!l'
ATTACKER LEAVFES CLUE  streets safe for man, woman o Ip

Her autacher left a_ hey ring Child 21 hours a day ™ the Sheruff |,/
Wwith sin heys attached  Pohice xserted  “We're losing good| o
hoped this clue would enable,men into the armed seivices
them to identify the intruder from the department, and not

Jesus Gutierrez, 20, of 220 S 8eting enough replacements, but|ri
Suno! St, East Los Angelec Js,that situation should only make'm

condition with concussion, a pos (€T, Eh
sible <kull fracture and severe{ ‘I want every .man to bear
lacerat.ons as the result of an,down, all along the line™ hq

encounter with 13 young men, all! A\ sclective serice official who m
attired in zoot suite atelirst andjdeclined use of his name «<ald|ye
Rowan Sts—the location of Mo-;that local boards had full con |pc
renos wounding trol over draft registrants In;
Gutierrez sald he fainied afterithelr districts, and that *“ecachjth
being hicked <avagely in the,case must be decded strictly ug
abdomen while heing robbed Al {on its own merits” of
though he los: consciousness sev | More than 40 prisoners, most hr
eral times, he managed to reachjof whom were arrested Sunday rlf
home, where his mother sum ,and jesterday, will appear in
moned Sheriff’s deputies « showup at 8 pm today at
Fred Gutierrez, 21, of 924 N |Central Jail, when sictims of Si
Eastman Ave, was found uncon {gang sviolence who are able to
gcious on a hench at 4119 Brook Jattend will attempt to identify
lyn Ave by Shenfls deputies 'sarious of the suspects

Five Alleged ‘Zoot-Suit’ Gang '
Members lailed in Round-up

EVIRNPUNRRIWE W W

|
Policeman Injured in Rough-and-Tumble Fight I
Says Suspect Tried to Bite Off One of His Fingers |f

i YTne alleged members of *he  Fremes was ~tiuch with 4 pop
i ZootSull’ gang, helieved 1€ pogtle as he was leaving a cafe
;-.poncnble for numergas ds~4uit at 2,21 F Fu~ Stoand wos
crimes, uere In )ail yve terda\v !

.and one police oMcer was under ,10dicd At Gearany Street Jo-pr
treatment for bruises and Jacerg 1al for a po-aible ~hull fracture

‘tons as a 1esult of a rouzhand 'Domungues was  accosted

1ing one of the arieste Ste and forced to cine them
. Policeman ' I C(hrnistopher 1n his ar 1o Washington and
laccused Gilthert Flotes 29 of 'Adlintie Blhds where he was
12572 Lancaster St of triing 0 'tobbed and beaten

bite off one of hic fingers 1n the 7Tnose held on su-pition of
,'en(oumer which took place in being membet~ of the gang re

an k. Fimt St cdfe sponsible for the assaults are

|j The beating of two robbery | Jonn Sincher 21 of A38Y, N

Ssletime Wilham Framee 1R of State St Jonv Meral 23 of ¢
'1238 C(helzea St Santa Monica 10,7 S Mott St Martin Faijo ¢
land F M Dominguer 3 of 18 of 316 Ducommon St ard
116161 Gufith Ave varted the falo A Guueriez, 20, of 75,
:‘roundup early \esterdas lovd St '

———
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INew Zoot Gangster Attacks
Result in Arrest of 100

l Complaints Against 43 Issued, Accusing Them i
of Unfawful Assemblage in Week-end Qutbreaks .

j
Attacks by gengs of zoot suit,yesterday by Shenfi’s deputies

youths on citizens oser the,0” the East Los Angeles substa
weckend Sestorday reilted In, SRS S 8 A0 Sk o8
;'se\ere action by Los Angeles The girls, all juveniles, were CU
icm and County authorities ‘relew.-d to their parents and{“l

f":‘:’ y 1‘:’0 'pelsone, t“"‘:‘;‘"‘d‘glhe youths were hooked on “us 'He
,of them adults, were held for;piion of 10bbery and as~ault
";m\emzatgjn bam}):’i I(dor?plain:ﬂmf‘:m\ung Jol?,,am;o:gd: ‘r;{:s‘ﬂ'
» wete XSSy V na f Red: S n -
o bl complant deputs ln.h ben 3 G 4t sk

ce -
These complaints, c(hargin Lhenﬂ\ ariested the 11 suspects
. rg‘ g » as

unlawful ascemblage, were 15 [n two wars nearby 1 n
;«-ued against adults who aq;en| In another attack, thiee men !
S, BTttt oo N “Towu ek i
hall at 4607 W Pico Bhd Wil imobiles and one was ae\excb'"’
:::;: S R ln‘j’u'::d vicims were Catlos Mon b

Appearing before Muniapal,toya, 21, of 3211 Eagle St, Bob ©F
Judge Ldwin L Jeflerson in Lin | Ttester 22, of 1121 Gage Ave of
coln Heights Court yesterday [and Don O \arivescon, an enlist U
afternoon, 11 of the defendants'ed man in the Navy th

—
—

entered pleas of gutlts and !
liashed for probation, while 32 .
\pleaded not gulty " “Hit-and-Run Driver

The probation hearing was ret: }(s .
i'for \ov 4 and the trial of the Kl"S Woman '“snnﬂy

t'other 32 defendan‘s for Nov 7, Speeding west on Wa-hington F
Bail for all was set at $300 iBIvd at Helms Ave, a car earhy |
) The charges on which they 'vesterday struch Amie Harnson |
are 10 be tried carry a2 maxiuum 32 of 1304 Helms e, Cuhor‘at
Jpenalts of <1x months in jaﬂ\(m, hurling her 100 feet to al ca
vior a $500 fine, or both imost instant death, deputs <her !
¥ Meanwhile eight youths and iffs reported The driver fated;in
three girls wele arntested earl to stop they <ad te




‘MONDAY MORNING.

Ten Seized

in Drive

on Zoot Suit Gangsters

_ Six Held on Suspicion of Assault With Deadly
Weapon, Three for Yagrancy and One in Theft

Continuing thelr roundup of;
zoot suit gangster
Sheriff's officers -yesterday ar-
rested six men on suspicion of
assault with a deadly weapon.

Anda. 24, of 113 N. Arizona St.,

suspects, Christy La Costa, 38, of 343 N.

Arizona St: David N. Loya, 23,
of 318 N. Eastman St.; Gregory
H. Nunez, 23, of 4625 Michigan
St., and Gilbert Palacio, 21, of

three on vagrancy and one on:4135 New York St

burglary charges.

Joe C. Posedada, 1739 Hammel
St., who was assaulted and beat-
en hy a gang in front of a cale
at 329 N. Mednik St., East Los
Angeles, Saturday night, identi-
fied six men as- his assailants.
“Upon his pointing out the sus-
pects who were sitting in the
cafe at that address, Investiga-
tor Foster Kellogg and Deputy,
Sherift E. . McGuire arrested..

Four more gangster suwecte
were arrested . at 4353 Floral

iDrive, East Los Angeles, when

dcputv sheriffs observed them
loftering in front-of a beer par-
lor at that address.

One of the four, Joqeph Ale-
man, 19, of 828 N. Humphreys
St. was hooked at the East Los
Angeles Sherifl’'s substation on
ia charge of suspicion of burglary.

and bookcd .them aL the Counfyl The other three, Ernest A, Al-|.

Jail.
Investigation «le\cinpod that!

all six had heen convicted of:

| varez, 21, of 801 N. Eastern Ave.

Ansencio F., Castro, 18, of 83"
IN. Humphreys St., and Louis

prior offenses, the ofticers re-|V. Marquez, 19, of 817 N. Cordova

ported,

Ql. were demim-d on vagrancy

Those arrested on the assaultcharges, They are to he arraigned

charge are Rohert ¢
8382 Carmelita St.;

Sanders, 24, ofin Belvedere Justice Court today
Henry P, Dﬁ at 9 am.




Gang Death Inquest
Called for Today

TFollowing an inquest at 9:30
1.m. today, police will seek for-
mal complaints against four
youths and a girl held on suspic-
lon of murder in the “zoot suit
zang” shooting of Telix Mira-
monte, 13, Sunday night, authori-
ties said vesterday.

Those held by police are Vit
ginia Morales, 18, of 736 Judson
Sty Ediward A. Hernandez, 21, of
358 Bailey St.; Arthur Mendoza,
18, of 1651 Pomeroy Drive; Ge-

naro Juarez, 19, of 737 N. Bmle
Ave., and John M. Montez, 20, of
1623 Pleasant Drive.

Private J. V. Olivas of the Unit.
2d States Marine Corps, who was
arrested with the group, has been
cieared of implication in the
murder. but is being held on re-
quest of San Dicgo authorities,
police reported.

Times pnoia

Side of Youths
in ‘Gangs Iold

Mexican Aid Group
- Takes Up Enforcement
' Matters With Sheriff

Members of the Mexican Youth

W O~ D

cailuz and Undersheriff A, C.

Jewell to discuss problems he-
tween law enforcement ofticers
and zoot-suit-clad east-side
youths.

Phillip Connolly, Swate presi-
dent of the C.1.0. who acted as
spokesman for the group, com-
plained to the Sheriff about the
“imanner in which deputies re-
liportedly *“rousted” Mexican

T e P v BT

iDefense Commitiee yesterday:
met with Sheriff Fugene Bis- 1




youths in investigaling juvenile
gang disorders.

A number of the Mexican
yvouths are members of the C.1.0.,
:Connolly said, and are law-abid-
ing citizens.

PROPAGANDA BLAMED

I'he union official asserted that
the fault for recent outbreaks of
rivouthful Killings and vandalism

lvlvlvi’lmlﬂmu.—.

H

yi  During a recent grand jury in-

‘vestigation of the situation, Con.
- nolly gaid, the inquisitorial body
.linferred that Mexicans are of
ylan “inferior” class,

Sherill Biscailuz denied the ac-:
;'cusation, replying that law en.!
| forcement agencies ireat all sus-;

pects alike, regardiess of their,
Jirace or creed.

:!’I!l BSNURE OPPPOSEN
I Emphasizing that any person
with  constructive criticism o
ivoice is welcome in his office,
Lilhe Sheritt warned that any
‘aroup attempting to bring pres-
isure to bear against his office
Twith respect to the youth delin-

lquency problems will be given N

Ishort shrift,
., Connolly asked that Deputy;
chatged for writing a pulp maga.
‘zine arvticle about the local ju-
venile delinqueney situation. The
articie was carried under the hy-
line of Clem Peoples, chief crim-
inal deputy.

DISCHARGE REFUSKD

* Sherilf Biscailuz refused any
stich  action, commenting that|
{Duran-Ayres is a “good man. "'
!Later the deputy denied author-!a
‘ship of the article,

', Included in the committee’s
membership are Mrs. I. S,
Kletcher, member of the ILeague
‘of Women Voters; Oscar Fuss,
QIegislati\-e divector of the C.I.O.;
‘Robert S, Norris Jr., member of!
ithe Lawyers Guild; John Bright,
‘membeyr of the Ceuncil of Pan.

fAmerican Democracies; Mrs. La.!!

'Rue McCormick. seeretary of the,
.Committee for Defense of Mex-
ican-American Youth; Mrs, Jose-
iphine Fierro de Bright, secre-
rary of the Spanish-speaking Peo-!
ples Congress, and Manuel Ruiz.|
(h:mman of 1 commiltee mgan

._4-.| “ e W BN R By NN g

L] 1ies not with the young men, but|}
1wnh “propaganda against them.”:
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[IZCU DY HIIE DUara O OUperVISors
10 study the juvenile problem,

On the first anniversary of the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, the
Mexican Youth Defense Committee meets with Los Angeles County Sheriff
Eugene Biscailuz to protest mistreatment of Latino zoot-suiters. Notice this:
“During a recent grand jury investigation of the situation ... the inquisatorial
body inferred the Mexicans are of an ‘inferior’ class.” Biscailuz denied the

accusations.

And the year concluded with one more crime by a zoot suit gang.

U.D.VU. Qig Tne rignrt thing. =

Loot-Suit Gang
"Beats Up Man

Invited for Lift,
Victim is Later
Hurled From Auto
w
: Reaten over the head with bot-|>

!tles and brass knuckles by ‘°m'1t
k'members of a zoot-suit gang,
¢! Frank A. Getz, 53, of 619 McDon-{/
y,ald St. was taken to Generali, .
i Hospital early yesterday with se-. )
vere head injuries. 'n
He told deputy sheriffs thati
e the youths offered him a ride as.
:he stood waiting for a bhus at!i
eiBrooklyn Ave. and Rowan St
e{\When he got in the car they:
0:started beating him, eventually, P
!throwing him out at First and
t:Townsend Sts., where he was,
1’ found Iving in the street. i
e} Getz said all the youths were P
r:hetween 13 and 20 and drcssed!fl‘
in zoot-<uit outfits. ita
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Larry Harnisch Reflects on L.A. History

‘Zoot Suit’ and History - Part 2

Posted on June 28, 2011

~YOKUM

May 9, 1943: Al Capp satirizes zoot suits in a series about “Zoot-Suit Yokum.”

In Part 1, we saw that in 1942, The Times originally portrayed zoot suits as a youthful fad, but that attitudes
hardened toward them once the War Production Board outlawed them to conserve fabric. We saw that some
servicemen were hassling zoot-suiters and there were regular reports of crimes committed by Eastside zoot suit

gangs.

Significance of Zoot-Suit Gangsters

BY TIMOTHY G. TURNER

Jan. 14, 1943: Here’s an essay by Timothy Turner, and the headline, unfortunately reflects the bias of whoever
wrote it rather than Turner’s thoughts. Turner was an interesting fellow who spent many years in Mexico and

covered the Mexican Revolution.
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Here’s part of what he has to say:

The Mexican problem confronting this city today is compounded by color
prejudice. Most of these young Mexicans have much Indian blood. There is a
definite caste system against them. It is not like that against the Negro. Like
Orientals they can go into restaurants and theaters. But a young Mexican
American finds the economic bars up against him. He or she cannot get a
job in stores or offices, even as a waiter or waitress in restaurants. The
Mexican, however, can be a bus boy. This is being changed by the manpower
shortage, and we are beginning to see Mexican faces where we never saw
them before. Mexicans have been barred from many factories engaged in
war work, causing much bitterness. The Mexican, generally speaking, is left

AT EBs

No Bmlg.c of Crime
His honor was bharking up the

‘| wrong tree, however, for the

zoot suit is no lahel of juvenile
delinquency. Many a young
Mexican in a zoot suit works
hard and takes his money home
to mamacita for frijoles refritos,
and many a young zool-sttited
Negro never shoots craps and
goes to the Bapist church
every Sunday.

You still sece many zoot suits
in Belvedere Gardens and along
Centra]l Ave. Sometimes you see
one walking down Broadway.

s

-~

to hard labor or the most menial work. We have graduated a whole generation of young Mexicans out of high

school, educated sons and daughters of Mexican laborers into a middle class which for them does not exist.

This, folks, is a daring statement for the editorial page of the conservative, right-wing Los Angeles Times.

0P ZIN' COUZIN -
magzs CITIZENS

Mmomg%maw
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IN STYLE—These are zoot suits as seen by staff artist,

March 22, 1943: A Times cartoon shows zoot-suiters as “solid citizens minding their own bizness.”

On March 22, 1943, The Times published a story by Turner that makes fun of the zoot suit but is sympathetic

to young men who wear them. “The zoot suit is no label of juvenile delinquency,” he says.

The Zoot Suit Riots are three months away....

Significance of 1Zoot-SuitEangsters

BY TIMOTHY G. TURNER

It is hich time t0 inquire dispassionate-
Iv into the recent outbreaks of Mexican-
American gangsterism in Los Angeles,
which resulted In the convictlon of 17
vouths on various charges Tuesday. There
has been much nonsense about it, and
some sad mistakes made.

The police have committed the stupid-
itv, common to police in all cities, of
making wholesale arrests when anything
rets out of hand. To throw probably in-

When this first generation problem ls
removed or passes, the gangsierism dis-
appears. On our own East Side we had a
gimilar problem years aco with children
of the Russian Molokens colony. There
iz now none.

The Mexican problem confronting this
city today is compounded by celor preju-
dice. Most of these voung Mexicans have
much Indian blood. There is a definite

caste svstem against them. It iz not like




nocent vouths in jail makes more crimi-
nals than it cures, and it is likely to arouse
sympathy which is applied 10 the guilty
as well as the innocent.

. On the other hand the mush-headed
sentimentalisis are busy with their talk
of “naughty boys” who should not be
punished too severely, The fact that these
voung men wear silly looking zoot suits
and that most of them are in their teens
does not change the facts. It iz hardly a
boy’'z prank to invade peaceful social gath-
erings and knife pcople to death, or 10
pick up people off the street, drag them
into automobiles, beat them and then
throw them into the street bleeding and
groaning.

Then the Communists as usual are mak-
ing trouble and confusing issues, They
say that the gangsterism is Inspired by
Axis agents. This is absurd.

Of course, enemy propagandisls may
take advantage of it alter the fact

The reasons for 2zoot-suit gangsterism
are complex. This writer, who has had a
lifetime of ascociation with Mexicans, can
testify that they generally are a Kindly,
polite and goodhearted people. The gains
of the revolution were mostly to the good,
but there is no denying that some classes
of Mexicansg lost much of their fine cul-
ture and the restraining influences of the
Catholic religion. Many of these boys
come from homes of recent immigranis
of the worst kind, and our Javish relief
svstem has not heiped matters. It is the
fault of our culture, however, that theyv
have been exposed to an idealization of
gangsterism which has existed since the
days of prohibition, the evil effects of
which are not vet over, These young
men thus represent the worst of both
races, and the shame of it-should be mu-
tual

PRIMARY REASON -

But those reasons do not include the
principal one. It lies in the social problem
of first generation Americans and there
is nothing new about it Gangsters In
eastern cities in recent years have heen
mostly young men raised in this country,
sons of recent Italian and Jewish immi
grants, Some 40 or 50 years ago they were
Irish, though then the gangster was
called a twough. In all these cases the
thing is the same as we find in Los An.
geles today. The gangsterism Is inspired
by a love of lawiess adventure; seldom
at first ig it for purposes of robbery. Gangs
fight gange and anybodv who comes in
their way, It is 2 youthful retura to
complete savagery. It is the breeding
ground of future criminals in the fullest
sense,

According 0 beet opinion, it is due to a
{eeling of separation from the rest of
society due to prejudices against the res
cent immigrants and their children. The
youth feels he is no part of the community
and starts war on it. He is in the academic

_phrase soclaily maladjusted.

Ln&ae dAlnsy ae
they can go into restaurants and theaters,
But a young Mexican-American finds the
economic bars up against him, He or she
cannot get a job in stores or offices, even
as a3 waiter or waitress in restaurants,
The Mexican, however, can be a bus boy.
This is being changed by the man power
shoriage, and we are beginning 10 see
Mexican faces where we never saw them
before. This only serves to emphasize the
harrier. Mexicans have heen barrod from
many factories engaged in war work, caus-
ing much bitterness. The Mexican, gen-
erally speaking, is left 10 hard labor or
the most menial work, We have grad-
uated a whole generation of voung Mex-
fcans out of high school. educated sons
and daughters of Mexican laborers into
a middle class which for them does not
exist. If we study a city like El1 Paso,
which is half Mexican and half Angio-
Saxon American, we find young Mexicans
a: a rule are capable of almost any kind
of work in shop or office and are socially
most charming people and politically good
citizens, In El Paso for various reasons
they got a break they never have had in
Los Angeles or San Antonio.

SOMETHING T0 b0

The writer has no solution to offer for
these disturbances. But he suggests that
the first thing to do is to punish the young
men found guilty by fair trial of thece
atrocities, but to avoid anything savoring
of persecution of the innocent. In other
words, the authorities should be just.

Above all we should. not close our eves
to it, It is true, bu: it is not enough, to
say that these young gangsters are an
insignificant percentage of the large and
generally Jawful Mexican population. They
represent a symptom of a more serious
disorcer, our own minority problem in the
Southwest. We shou!d not be hypocrites
and protest against minority problems
abroad when we cannot solve our own at
home.

YVhen

BY L. MAGRUDER PASSANO

VVhen Hitler hushes and Goebbels speaks
lhe u’\l!.h. = :

VVhen Goering starves, when Nazis shall
fe_el ruth,

VVhen Deutschland uber Alles is & hymn

That angels sing to humankind below,

VVhen concentration camps ate clean and
prim, , '

VVhen doves bulld nests within the
Gestapo,

Vo'hen Germans distinguish truthfuiness
from lies,

V¥hen Adolf Schicklgruber gasps and
dies;

There wil] be meaning in our VYV.

VVhen all thie happens and the world is
- free .
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Zoot Suits Still Parade :

Here Despite O.P.A. Ban
Draped Garments to Disappear When Present.
Ward.robes- Gone, Because Output Halted

BY TIMOTHY TURNER

The Zoot suit was man's al-
tempt to Jook as silly as some
women make themselves look.
It was an utter failure,

In l.os Angeles zoot suits are
ztill widely worn among a cer-
tain clientele on the other side
of the tracks, worn with gusto
hy young men who are nnt
afraid to he different. But they
violate O.P.A. rules at so many
places that long since none have
heen manufactured; and when
the current ones are worn out
there wil} be no more zoot suits:

Latterly a Southern Califor-

nia judge condemned two young
Mexicans who had been boisters-
ous near a cop to wear their
zoot suits no longer, and they
wept, actually wept, so much
(ilt;::s youth want to be outland-
sh.

No Badge of Crime
His honor was barking up the

‘| wrong tree, however, for the

zoot suit is no label of juvenile
delinquency. Many a young
Mexican in a zoot suit works
hard and takes his money home
to mamacita for frijoles refritos,
and many a young zoot-suited
Negro never shoots craps and
goes to the Bapist church
every Sunday.

You still seec many zoot suils
in Belvedere Gardens and along
Centra)l Ave. Sometimes you see
one walking down Broadiay.,

The zoot suit looks as if it
were out for a walk with nobody

in It because it is so ari\ple‘ éil

around and because wlith- L[

usually goes a very ivide hat,

with a telescoped crown, worn
low down on the head. .

All \\'org'tt Fentures °

The zoot suit seems to have
been an attemipt by some ma-
licious designers to make a style
embodying all the worst fea-
tures of men’s clothes for the
last 50 years, the peg top pants,

the high waist up under the!

armpits, and the Jlong, Jloose-
backed coat, Tor luck they
sprinkled pleats here and there,

Zoot suits were made by man-
ufacturers all over the c¢ountry,
and sold like hot cakes. The
more conservative young men
didn’t go for them, not even the
college boys who, the Lord
knows, are not very conserva-
tive, They went for them in
the foreign districts; in fact the
name scems to derlve from a
mispronunciation of the word
“suit.”

“I wanna bhuya zoot,” the cus.
tomers would say in East St
Louis. “[ wunt pay no mor'n
$20, wid altercations.”

“Yery well, sir,” the clerk
would answer. “Ilere you have
a very stylish zoot.”

Ovigin Not Clear

Some say the style originated
in Chicago, others Los Angeles,
inspired by some clothes worn
in a Hollywood period picture.
The origin is not clear, but the
result is. There is no mistak-

|
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“|the style,

Kinnisn Sewing cCirele.

ing a zoot suit once you see it,
there, heing nothing subtle in
It is in fact a kind
of a burlesque suit of clothes, a
sartoria) practical joke that was
taken seriously.

- If clothes are worn for satis-
faction of the inner man the
zoot suit has fulfilled its pur-
pose. It has .given joy to the
wearers, and probably to their
girl friends who have come to
associate the zoot suit with man.
ly virtue and an elegance of
sorts. For style, like love, is
an illusion,
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ing a zoot suit once you see it,
there, heing nothing subtle in

“lthe style. It is in fact a kind

of a burlesque suit of clothes, a
sartoria] practical joke that was
taken seriously.

- If clothes are worn for satis-
faction of the inner man the
zoot suit has fulfilled its pur-
pose. It has.given joy to the
wearers, and probably to their
girl friends who have come to
associate the zoot suit with man.
ly virtue and an elegance of

sorts. For style, like love, is
an illusion,
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